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VINDICATION 


Of the Reverend 
Mr. Alexander Osborn, &Cc. 


HE Deſign of this Paper is to reſcue the Repu- 
tation of a very worthy and pious Divine from 
one of the blackeſt Aſperſions that could have 
been caſt upon him. And tho' the regard which 

isdue to the deſerved eſteem of every good man,much more 
one of that Sacred Profeſſion, ſer ſo juſt and fo charitable 
an Undertaking above the need of any Apology for it, 
yet our preſent Circumſlances oblige me to premiſe ſome- 
thing for obviating any ill conſtruftions that may be made 
ofit. As it was a great ſurprize to Mr. Osborz to find him- 
ſelf fo ſtrangely miſrepreſented in Papers Printed at Lon- 
don, where {o many Perſons of Quality then refided, who 
not only knew his Innocency, but had been pleas'd to ac- 
knowledge his good Service : So it was no leſs trouble 
to him that ſome of thoſe Papers wherein he was chiefly 
wrong'd, bore the venerable Name of a Perſon whom he 
ſo highly eſteem'd on the account of his being active in 
the ſame Excellent Cauſe wherein he had Embarqu't him- 
ſelf. He-is extremely ſorry that his own defence lays fuch 
an unhappy neceffity upon him, to expoſe any miſtake con- 
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cerning him in the Printed Accoure of the Siege of DERRT, 
cr thcle added to it in the Vindication of that Accoumt, 
But he hopes none that would not themſelves be thought 


partial 2nd unrighteous Judges of thinss, will inter, 


pret his care of his own gocd Nane as any envicus 
delign to leſſen the Reputaticn of rhe Reverend My, George 
Walker. For that deſerving Gentleman may ſtill enioy 
all the Fioncur due to his Ewinent Service, to the Intereſt 
of Their Mizjeſties and the Proteſtant Religion 3 tho' the 
world be undcceiv'd in that i!] Opinion of Mr. Osburn, 
which he has unhappily led 'em into, as if he had done 
his utmcſt to undermine it. The aſſerting Mr. Osborn's 
Integrity and Prudence in managing thoſe Aﬀairs which 
the Advice of his Friends, and his Zeal for the publick 
good had involved him in, will be no Impeachment to 
Mr. #---'s care ard fidelity in overſeeing the Stores, and 
diſtributing the Proviſtions of DERRT. Nay, he hopes 
this Vindication cannot be diſpleaſing tro Mr. W'— him- 
{e}f, who at length has ingenuoufly profeſ} his readineſs r0 
ere him all ctportnunity of juſtifying himſelf, and tv makg him 
all imaginable ſarisfatlien if be has done him wrong. He 
owns this offer to be very fair and candid ; only he could 
have witht that Mr. W=- {( when he was by a private 
Letter acmonithr of his miſtake, and had ſo much 
leiſure and opportunity to inform himſelf better) had be- 
fore this time excusd him from this unwelcom Task 
by that ingenuous RetraRtaticn, w hich He was with all mo- 
dy ard reſpect follicired to, The Plaiſter would have 
been acceptzble from that hand that firſt gave the 
axcund; and therefore he can fcarce forbear taking it a 
little prkincly ro receive {rem the ſame hand a ſecond 
&:2b withcut the leaſt provocation. He is ſorry Mr. W— 
{ould think h:mfelt to far interefled in his firſt Errour, 
5 tO run into NEW ONES to {u3fort the Credit of it, and 
yet Celiver 'em with ſuch an Air of Aflurance, as 
muſt reeds rivet his Reacers in the belief of *em, if 
they be not undeceivd. For after fo kind a profel- 
{icn, 2s that forementicn'd, he is yet pleas'd to. conciacs 
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that part of his Vindication, which concerns Mr, Os. with 
theſe words [| Though he ( i, e. Mr. W ) thinks it a4- 
viſcable they (ould not put him on juſtifying himſelf any far- 
ther in that cackaten. | And beſides him, that Credulous 
Gentleman, that Writes the Obſervations on Mr. 1/—'s Nar- 
rative, intends ( it ſeems ) to affright Mr. Oh. from any At- 
tempt to wipe off this dirt, by more he has yet in reſerve to 
throw upon him. For he talks of no leſs than more Demonſtratzve 
Proofs, that may poſſibly be ready to be produced, it Mr. 
Osb. complain of any injury done to him. This were almol 
enough to perſwade a Man out of the belict of his own In- 
nocence, it a good Conſcience were not Armour of Proot a- 
gainſt the molt confident miſtakes. But ſure all this is ſufh- 
cient to ſhew the reaſonableneſs and neceffity of Mr. Osb's 
appearing at laſt to clear himſelf. For to have continued 
filent any longer under a charge as perfe&tly groundlels as 
*tis extreamely odious, and this fo often renew'd, would jultly 
be thought Szepidity rather than Patiencez and he would not 
deſerve that good Reputation he has formerly had, - ſhou'd he 
now ſo wiltully throw it away. 


I ſhall therefore in order to the clearer Vindication of Mr, 
Osb. Firſt, Conſider the Charge brought againſt him in the 
Account of the Seige of Derry, and what is ſaid to Eltabliſh 
the Credibility of it, both in the Obſervations on it, and Mr: 
IW---*'s own Vindication of it ; and then give fo ſatisfaGtory 
an Account of Mr. Ozb's Proceedings in thoſe Aﬀairs, as is ſuf» 
ficient to convince theſe Gentlemen themſelves, how injurious 
a CharaQer they have given of him, 


- . For the Charge brought againſt him in the Account of the 
Seige of Derry 3 'tis this, That he was a Spie npon the whole 
North of Ireland amployed by the Lord Tyrconnel. A Crime 
fo much the more deteſiable in him if truez not only as it 
would argue him perhdious to the Proteſtant Intereſt in gc- 
neral, but particularly to that great Truſt which his Friends 
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in the North had repos'd in him: So that by this Cha- 
racer all Men muſt account him one of the worſi of 7- 
lains. One wou'd think then there were ſome clear Eri- 
dence of his keeping up fome ſecret Correſpondence with 
the Lord Tyrconnel, Bucs Letters Intercepted or Diſcover'd, in 
which he had given him dangerous Intelligence and Advices, 
how he might moſt effcQtually ruine- thoſe Deſigns that 
were forming in the North. But *tis ſtrange, that neither 
in the Account it ſelf, nor in the Vindication of it, is 
there ©nc Syllable produced to this purpoſe. But leaſt I ſhould 
be thought to miſrepreſent theſe two Gentlemen, as they have 
done Mr. O:b. I ſhall give the Reader their own Words. In 
the Obſervation on Mr, 1 —'s Narrative, Page 7. The. Au- 
thor thus ſpeaks. 3 


« T deſire every Man who is not byaſs'd by prejudice and 
« pre-poſſcſſion quietly to confider , Whether Mr. J}/=— 
« { pen'd up within the Walls of Derry, depriv'd of all In- 
* formation and Intelligence both of publick Aﬀairs and 
« the Actions of private Men, ſecing a Letter from a Perfon 
« generally known, and an Eminent Leader of a Party, diſ- 
«covering an Admiſſion into the preſence of the Popiſh Lord 
« Deputy, (the great Engine and Operator in the ruine of 
* Treland) an Intimacy with him, and a Truſt and Commif- 
<. fion deriv'd from him, whereby he was direed to cajole 
** the poor diſtracted and diſanimated Proteſtants with the 
« Terror of Conqueſt and Military Execution on the one 
« fide in caſe of ficlonz and the deliifion of hope to 
« be ſecure under a ProteRion, in caſe of ſubmiſſion, and a 
* tame ſurrender of their Arms and Horſes ; I ſay whether 
«* Mr. }/— peruſing this ambiguous Letter, and obſerving 
«* the pernicious Effects of it, upon the. generality of the 
** People in Ulſter, eſpecially thoſe of the Writers perſuaſion, 
* whereby they. were influenc'd to a fata] and ſtupid Com- 
« pliance, ( As if the DoQrine of Non-refiftance and Paſ- 
* five Obedience. may be taught on fit Occaſions, _ 


VE Ir re gg 
= f 


—__— ——— ——— - - ——_ — _ 


% 
—_ df A. ————_>— 


. / , of 
pi 5 FAT © 3.4 > 


(5) 
& by fuch as difſent from the Church of England.) had not 


& reaſon to ſuſpe& his candour, and become very apprehen- 
« five too, and jealous of his integrity. 


A Paragraph unmercifully long, but very cafily pardonable 
if that were the worſt fault of it. 


To the ſame purpoſe Mr. W— in his Vindic. p. 16, 


« For Mr. Osb. Mr. W—— is concern'd he had occaſion to 
* name any to their diſadvantage, but he did it with that 
© notlon he had of him in the Garriſon, and thoſe of his 
« own Profeſſion there, and thought it wou'd on that ac- 
& count give the leſs offence, but he cou'd not eaſily forget 
« the effects of his Letter which Mr. W# had fhar'd in 
« to his forrow—— And Mr. /—— adds further, he has. 
&« heard' of the Gentleman's good Intentions in his Proceed- 
<« ings; Mr. W—— is ſorry they were no better under- 
& ſtood, that he might clear him from the imputation of 
« thoſe miſchiefs which his Management and Advices 
* brought on that part of the Kingdom. But *tis hard to 
& ſerve two ſuch Maſters, the Britiſh and the Iriſh. If he 
« was not more induſtrious and ferious, Mr. /—— is too 
& ſure he was more ſucceſsful in his ſervice to the latter by his 
&« Impreſſion, not only on the meaner fort, but on ſome of 
©* the beſt Quality. | 


In which words here is ſomething fald to render the Cha- 
rater Mr. W—- had receiv'd by report concerning 
Mr. Osb. highly probable, and ſomething to apologize for 
—- W—s Publiſhing it on the Account of its Probabl- 

ty. 


What is ſaid to render this CharaQer, Mr. W—— had 
received by report concerning Mr: Ob. probable; does part- 
ly depend on what is contain'd in the Letter it (lf, partly 
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(6) 
on the Ffetfs which this Letter is faid to have- produc's, 
and partly on the Impreſſion which Mr. Osb's Advices , as 


well as Letter are ſuppos'd to have made, not only. on the 
People, but on ſome of the beſt Quality in the North, 


Now if there be nothing . in the Letter it ſelf to counte- 
nance this Charge of his being the Lord TyrconnePs Spye ; 
If no ſuch Efedr as thoſe mention'd can with any Truth or 
Fuſtice be imputed to the Letter 3 If Mr. Osb, gave no 4d- 
vices that any way ſerv'd the Intereſt of the Tri, nor ever 
perſwaded either the People or any Perſons of Quality to a 
compliance with the Lord Tyrconnef's Offers, but the quite 
contrary > then all the grounds hitherto alledg'd to favour 
this report, are but like it (lf, new. miſtakes ſuperadded to 
the firſt. 


There is nothing in the Letter it ſelf to juſtifie this Charge. 
Mr. O:b's being onee. introduc'd into my Lord Tyrconne/'s pre- 
ſence, is no Evidence of any ſuch intimacy with him ( as 
the Author of the Obſervations vainly imagines) that he ſhou'd 
meerly on that ſcore be thought one of his great Confidents. 
For as he never ſpoke with him. but once about that affair, 
ſo he never- before nor after either. ſpoke with, or receiv'd 
any Meſſage from him, or any employ'd by him. And 1 
wonder where that Gentlemen's eyes were, when he ſaith 
the Letter diſcovers a Truſt and Commiſion. which . Mr. Osb. 
deriv'd frem him, when the contrary is ſuggeſicd in the be- 
girning of the, Letter it ſelf; and indeed the Lord Tyreonne! 
diſown'd., with, ſome. contempt the ſending any .Commiſſioner 
tq *cm. 'And ſure Mr. Osb's acquainting thoſe Gentlemen in 
the North with what he had heard from the Lord. Tyraounel's 
own mouth, and had his Permiſſion to relate concerning his 
reſolutions of ſending an Army thither, can by no Man of 
ſenſe be thought a proof of his keeping up 2 treacherous Cor- 
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To give this the force of ſo much as a probable Argument: 

It moſt be made appear alſo that Mr. Ob. made uſe of that 
meſſage he brought to move thoſe of the North to accept of 
the terms offer'd *em by the Lord Tyrconnel 3 which if theſe 
Gentlemen can prove, Mr. Ob. is content they ſhall *call 
him what they pleaſe. But as he never promis'd any ſuch 
thing to the Lord Tyrconnel himſelf, ſo much leſs did he ever 
o about it, How earneſtly he endeavour'd the contrary, 


will afterwards appear. 


. , 

And as the Letter alone has nothing in it to prove this 
Charge, (o the diſmal effefts mention'd can with no Truth or 
Juſtice be imputed to it, or the Writer of it 3 Such as the fatal 
and ſtupid compliance- of the People of Ulſter, as the Obſervater 
ſpeaks 3 or the miſchiefs which befel that part of the Kingdom, as 
Mg. W. exprefles it, As the Letter barely relates the Lord Tyr- 
gb»nel's diſcourſe to the Writer, without the leaſt mention of 
his own Judgment or Advice ; ſo it was written to none, but 
ſuch as were Members of the Conſult , and with no other de- 
ſign than to draw *em together to take ſuch ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual meafures, as the ſenſe of their imminent danger, and the 
conlideration of their common Intereſt ſhould ſuggeſt to 'em. 
And *tis certain, that Letter cannot be ſaid to influence thoſe 
to whom it was written, to any ſuch ſtupid compliance with 
the Lord TyrconnePs offers z when not only upon their meet- 
ing, the Writer diſſuaded *em from it, but the Conſult according- 
ly rejected thoſe very offers in the Anſwer, which they order- 
ed him to ſend back. And the Conſult were fo far from ap- 
prehending any ſuch tendency in that Letter, to diſcourage the 
People from their own defence, that they order'd Copies of it 
to be ſpread on purpoſe to incite *em to it, For what cou'd 
more effeually do fo, than a certain Account of the March 
of the Lord Tyrconnel's Army, and conſequently the neceſſity 
of. ſpeedy and vigorous: Preparations 'to oppoſe it ? If any 
were ſo weak as to make any; other uſe of it ( as I. believe 


none ever did) It was owing to their own Fears and —_ 
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diſe 3 not to the Letter it ſelf, much leſs the deſign of the 
Writer, or thoſe that order'd the diſperſion of it. It was 
their advantage not to be perfedtly (urpriz'd (as otherwiſe 
they had been)for want of Inteligence; and the People had 
too juſt apprehenſions of Triſh Promiſes of ProteAion, to be * 
then deluded by %em. And therefore whereas the Author of 
the Obſerv. talks of the pernicious cffe&s of that Letter upon 
the generality of the people in Ulſter, eſpecially thoſe of 
Mr. O0sb's perſwaſion, © whereby they were .influenc'd to a ſite 
« pid and fatal compliance, ( as it the Do&rine of Non-reſi- 
« tance and Paſſive Obedience might be taught on fit occaſions, 
© even by ſuch as Diffent from the Church of England.) *Tis a 
wonder what ill Genius cou'd hurry that Gentleman to ſuch 
palpable miſtakes, as none on the place cou'd well be ignorant 
of the falſhood of. As for the generality of the people in VI- 
fler, (and fince he has given this occaſion, I muſt in juſtice add) 
particularly thoſe of Mr. 0Osb's perſwafion 3 They were (o far 
from being inclin'd to a compliance, that they were moſt free 
and reſolute- for Self-defence , and cou'd ſcarce forbear very 
paſſionate Reſentments, when they found that ſome of their 
Leaders thought their circumſtances and fſurprize cou'd not ad- 
mit of it, and accordingly began to conſult their own ſafety. 
And *tis very hard to add this to- all their other miſeries, the 
upbraiding *em fo unjuſily with bringing *em upon them- 
ſelves. And for Mr. Orb. and his Brethren, they were ſo far 
from what this Gentleman would infinuate, viz. Preaching the 
Do@rine of Non-refiſtance and Paſſive Obedierice in this 
junQare, that they undertook, with: the approbation of the 
Conſult, to exhort all their people that con'd bear Arms to 
appear with *em at the appointed place of Rendevouz. ( Of * 
which more in the following Relation. ) Their Confeſſion of 
Faith does indeed entirely agree with the Articles of the 
Church of England, in the Do&tine of Subje&ion to Lawful 
iſtrates : Bae for the notion of Non-refiftance ( fo far as it 
had been firain'd beyond all bounds by thoſe who to ſecure 
thelr own Intereſt at Court had, made it the diſtinguiſhing 
Cha- 
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Chara&er of a Party both in Church and State) as it had 
been an entire firanger to their Pulpits before 3 ſo it wou'd 
have been wonderful indeed if they had preach*t it up now, 
when the diſmal conſequences of it were actually in their 
view. What they did In this juncture to the contrary, was 
conſorant to thoſe very Sentiments concerning the juſt mea- 
ſures of Government and SubjeCtion, which many of thoſe 
had upbraided *em with as Seditious, who were themſelves 
forc'd to take SanQtuary in *em for the defence of their own 
truly generous Actions in this great and happy Revoluticn. 

l And whatever occafion this Gentleman has given, I ſhall not 

, : now take It to. retort fo fooliſh and ſo groundlefs an Accuſa- 
tion, though I might do it with all poſſible advantage. 


And as thoſe diſmal effefs cannot be juſtly imputed to 

Mr. Osb's Letter, fo much leſs ( as Mr, W--— now further ſag- 

s ) to his Management and Advice, Though if Mr. Osb, 

' had from a, rcal perſwafion of the ivability of the Noth, 
to reſiſt the ITriſþ Army, advis'd *em rather to accept the Of- 
| fers he brought, I can by no meavs think: this wou'd juſifie 
his being cail'd the Lord  Tyrconnet's Spy, or accounted a 
Friend to the Iriſh. For 1 think he wou'd do. the greateſt 
wrong to the reputation of that great Ornament of his pro- 
fellion, the Reverend Bilhop of Derry, who ſhou'd Brand him 

as one of the Lord Tyreonne!'s Agents, or a Well-wiſher to the 
Triſh and Papal Intereſt , becauſe he advis'd the Inhabitants 
of that City to open their Gates after the firſt ſhutting of 
**m 3 chiefly, I doubt not, out of a real dread of thoſe dif- 
mal conſequences he apprehended wou'd enſue on fo deſpe- 
rate an undertaking. But Mr. Osb. is very far from need- 
ing this Apology for himſelf : For that he no otherwiſe 
ſerv'd the Iiſp, than by diſcovering their deſigns , and ſug- 
geſting the moſt proper methods to defeat 'em 3 nor made 
any other Impreſſion on either the People, or the Nobility 
and Gentry, than to encourage and animate *cin to oppoſe 
their Enemics 3 will be ſo undeniable evident by the follow- 
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ing Account, that I hope Mr. W.---- himſelf will paſs a fe- 
verer Cenſure on his own Expreſſions in the Vindication it 
ſelf, than Mr. Ob. is willing to do, and at length begin to 
entertain a better Opinion of him. 


For what is ſaid in the forementioned Paſſages by way 
of Apology for Mr. W---'s Publiſhing this report on thoſe 
preſumptions of its truth, which we have here examined , 
Mr. Osb. is the leſs ſolicitous about It. Only he hopes *s 
capable of a much better Apology than that very weak and 
miſerable one that the Obſervator makes, and Mr. }----- him- 
ſelf is pleaſed to infiſt on. For ſure thoſe worthy Gentle- 
men, do not intend to make the World believe, that Mr. I---- 
publiſh't this miſtake, When pen'd up within the Walls of 
Derry, and deprived of all Information there, And if 
Mr. W---- had reccived this notion of Mr. Osb. in the Gar- 
riſon, he might have been informed better, if he had pleaſed, 
to Conſult thoſe Perſons of Quality in London, who were on 
the place, and knew the whole affair. Nay, he might have 
been undeceived by Mr. Os. himſelf, if he had inquired of 
him the truth of that report, when he waited on him in 
Edinburgh, where he was as induſtrious to raiſe Mr, }---*s juſt 
Reputation, as Mr. J.---- {cems to have been in blaſting his. 
He thinks Mr. Walker's hurry in Publiſhing his Account a much 
better excuſe 3 but that will ſcarce extend to his Vindication 


: of it. 
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Hitherto then we are far from ſeeing any demonſtrative Proofs 
of this heavy Charge, whatever hidden ones are kepr in ſtore: 
But to put even thole out of Countenance, 1 need do no more 


than give a plain Relation of Matters of Fact, that have coo mas | 


ny Witneſſes ready to atteſt 'em, to be outfac'd by flender Re- 


ports, or the greateſt Air of Afurance us'd ro bear up the cre- 


dit of 'em. 


About the end of November laſt, 1688, a little after the hap- 
py Tidings of the Prince of Orange's Landing had reach'd our 
Ears in Jreland, Mr. Oſborn was entruſted by his Brethren the 
Non-conformiſt Miniſters, and other Gentlemen of Note and In- 
tereſt in the Province of V/ſter, to get ſome Gentleman or other 
{ent over from Dublin to the Prince with theſe following 1z- 


ſtruftions, higned by thote two whoſe Names are ſubſcrib'd in 


the Name of the reſt. 


i. That tn our Name you Congratulate the Arrival of the Prince 
of Orange into England, and his Succeſs hitherto in ſo glorious an 
Undertaking to deliver theſe Nations from Popery and Slavery. 


2. That you repreſent the Dangers and Fears of the Proteſtants 
in lreland, 4nd particularly in the Province of Ulſter, and humbly 
beſecch him to take ſome ſpeedy and effettual Care for their preſer- 
vation and relief. 


3. That you repreſent our readineſs to ſerve him and his Intereſf 
in proſecution of ſo glorious a deſign, as far as we have acceſs. 


Subſcrib'd, 
Archibald Hamilton, 


Alexander Osborn. 


Accordingly on December the 8th. they ſent over a Gentle- 


man, now in Town, who in purſuance of theſe Inſtructions 
deli- 
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(12) 
deliver'd in a Memorial, enlarging on theſe Heads ( for they 
begg'd no particular Favour for a Party ) to the then Prince 


of Orange. The Originals of both which Papers are in my 
Hands. 


But beſides this piece of Service which Mr, O:bornz under- 
took, he was further deſi1'd by his Brethren, and by other 
Gentlemen in the North upon his return to Dublin, to ſend 
'em an Account from time to time, by the moſt prudent Me- 
thods he could contrive, not only of the Succeſs of their Meſſage 
to England, but of the Deiigns of the Lord Tyrconnel in that 
Kingdom, eſpecially what concernd the Province of Ulſter : 
Nor was this conceal'd from tuch of the Conforming Nobility, 
Gentry and Clergy as it was fit, and there was opportunity to 
communicate ſuch an Aﬀair to: And if Mr. I/alker was unac- 
" Quainted with ir, the Reaſon is too obvious to be mention'd. 

Keonotingly Mr. Osborn wrote many Letters, giving 'em the 
beſt Intelligence he could learn ; ſeveral of 'em I have ſeen in 
Dublin, moſt written in a kind of Character, but two (.if I 
miſremember not ) of his, written in plain Engliſh, are inſert- 
ed already in a Paper, calld, 4» Apology for the Proteſtants in 
Ireland, &c. one Dated Feb. 22. (88. ) the other Feb. 25. 


This Truſt he fo faithfully diſcharg'd, that ſeveral of the mot 
diſcerning Proteſtants in. the Norch have often regretted that 
thoſe: Lerters of his were no better improv'd, which gave 'em 
ſo fair warning to expedite their Meaſures, and provide againſt 
the ſhock they might expect, as ſoon as the Lord Tyrconnel. was 
in a Capacity to atracque 'em. And this is ſo well known, that 
had-not Mr. Walker in this Paſſage oppos'd Mr. Osborn's Carri- 
age to that of his Brethren in Derry, I ſhould have imagined 
there had been ſome miſtake of the Printer, and Mr. Walker 
had” intended to fay, That Mr. Osborn was a Spye for the whole 
North upon the Laid Tyrconnel ; for that had come much neax- 
er the Truth, 


The 
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The Noiſe ofthe Preparations made in the North, by raifing 
of Regimeuts, Cc. as well as of the Revolutions in England, 
extreamly alarm'd the Government in Jre/arz4 : And though 
the Lord Tyrconnel went on vigorouſly with the compleating of 
his New Levies, yet he was fo apprehe<henfive of the fireng:h 
of the Northern Forces, that hes deterr'd the tending down his 
Army twenty dayes after it had been firſt re{olv'd on in Coun- 
cil, But when Frier O Haggerty ( who was unhappily ſuffer'd 
to bring up the Capitulation berwixt thole of the North and 
the Garriſon of Carrick-fergus ) gave him a fuil Account from 
his own Obſervations of the Poſture of the Byirr] tn che North ; 


[C Viz. That they were untrain'd, and had few experienc'd Officers, 


that the moſt pare were without Arms, ard ſuch as had 'em, ther 
Arms mere urfix'd, and unfit for ſervice; that they wae very 
much ſcatter'd, and their number not near what had been write 
ren, and was confidently reported in Dublin 3 that they want- 
ed all Ammunition and neceſſary Proviſions for appearing in the 
field. 7] He reſolved immediately to dilpatch the moſt confide- 
rable and beſt-train'd part of his Army, under the Command 
of Lieutenant General Hamilton. I am here oblig'd ro omit 
ſome material Paſſages, for a reaſon too obvious to be nam'd ; 
but as to Mr. Osborn ſhall add, That as he perceiv'd by his Let- 
ters from the North, that their too great confidence of their 


own Strength, of Aids from Ergland, and of Tyrconnel's fears, _ 


made 'em to ſecure, that they look*d on all the: Threatnings 
of an hiſh Army as only brgg words; {o he begun to fear they 
would be perfectly ruin'd for want of ſuch timely notice of their 
danger, as might enable 'em to put themlelves into any good Po- 
ſture for their own defence : He found all way of communi- 
cating Intelligence to 'em by Sea or Land entirely ſtop'd. He 
had been, without his knowledge, mention'd to the Lord Tyr- 
connel, as a Perſon very fit to communicate any Meſſage he pleas'd 
to ſend to 'em : And his deep concern to prevent their threat- 
ned ruine, brought him at laſt ( though with great reluCtancy ) 
to yield to the urgent Advice given him, not to refuſe ſo fair 
an opportunity of conveying to his Friends in the North the beſt 
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Information and Advice that could be given tem... And that. this 
Wiſdom of the Serpent may appear fully conſiſtent with the /nnc- 
cence of the Dove, | (hall tranicribe all the Difcourle that pals'd 
betweem 'em, beſides what is referr'd to in the Letter ir-felf, as 
tran{mirted to me in his own Letter. 

Lord Tyrconnel. I am informd you are well acquainted in Ul- 
ſter with ſeveral of the Nobility, Gentry and MiniStry living there - 
in, having had your Reſidence there for many years, to which parts 
IT ama great Stranger, and cannot but admire at the rebellious Car- 
' riage and Aflions of ſome hot and raſh- ſpirited men, who have in- 
cited the People to leave their labour and run out into Rebellion, yet 
I pity the poor People, and am willing to Pardon 'em, upon the de- 
livery of their ſerviceable Horſes and Arms, and giving up ſix of 
their chief Leaders. _ 

To this Mr. Osborn reply'd, He knew the Proteſtant Nobility 
and Gentry in the North in former times to have carried it loyally 
and ſoberly, but having had his Reſidence chiefly in Dublin for twelve 
Months by-paſt, he could not undertake to give a diſtinit account of 
preſent Irregularities among 'em. 

The Lord Tyrconrel upon mention of 1rregularities grew hot, 
and ſaid, What Sir, do you call 'em but Irregularities ? they are 
guilty of the very height of Rebellion, To this Mr. Osb. conſidering 
his circumſtances, thought not fit to make any Anſwer, but pro- 
ceeded to pnt this Queſt. to him, What if the People in the North 
ſhould incline to deliver up ſix of their chief Leaders, and theſe ſix 
diſcovering their Inclinations, ſhould withdraw, or tranſport themſelves 
#0 England or Scotland, whether he would ſend donn bis Army to 
deſtroy the poor People, whom he judo'd to be drawn to take up Arms 
by their perſwaſion ? To which he anſwer'd, If they did withdraw 
and leave the Kingdom, he had done with em ;, and added, That to 
fhew his Lenity, he would be content with three of their chief Leaders, 
Mr. O-borz Propos'd again, If thoſe three would not be clear to ac- 
cept what offers were made ro *em in his Excellency's Diſcourſe to him, 
but ſhould rather incline to come and Diſcourſe with himſelf, be grant- 
ing 'em ſafe Condutt for coming to kim ,, and if they agreed not, for 
returning aga 1, to be m the ſame circumſtances as before : To which 
ke condeſcended, with a ſolemn Atteſtation ;_ adding, That -_ 
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the Earl of Mount- Alexander and Sir Arthur Rawdon ſhould come 
ro him, nhom he judo'd the meſt attive in that Affair, he would grant 
what was demanded. The third Perſon Mr. Osborz could nor 
learn from him. Mr. O-bora Proposd again to the Lord Tyr- 
connel's conſideration, ( with a deſign to gain time for the Aſſiit- 
ance expected from Enzland, and procraſtinate the March of the 
Iriſh Army, ) That Ulſter was a large Province, conſiſtins of Nine 
Counties, and therefore begg'd his Excellency would allow him a con. 
ſiderable and convenient time for trevellins throuzh thoſe Counties, 
that he might diſcourſe what he had heard from bis Excellency's 0:71 
mouth, with the Nobility, Gentry and Miniſtry ſcatter” d in 'em, av 
chiefly c:ncern'd inthe Ullter- Aſſociation. To which hereply'd, Taz 
he world not ſtop the March of his Army for one day or hour, but 
would give DiretHons to Liextenant General Hamiiton, to treat with 
any that ſhould be ſent to him from the Proteſtants in Arms there, 
And then he ſhew'd him a Paper, which he faid was a Copy 
of the Declaration he would fend along with Lieut. Gen. H- 
miltov, and publiſh before he entred into Warr, as contain- 
ing the beſt terms they might expect if they accepted not thoſe 
propoſed to 'em by Mr. Osborn ; and lie added here that Paſ- 
ſaze concerning the 11h Rabble mention'd in Mr. Osborn's Let- 
ter, and added further, That had he been ſooncr ready with his 
Army, he would ſooner have reſented their rebelliozs Attions, and 
the Indignity offer d to his Proclamation of Clemency ;, and being now 
ready, would delay no longer, and would not be afraid to go thro 
all Ulſter with 5000 Men, and would be at Newry againſt the 11th. 
of . March, and go on (as in the Letter) being confident he would 
meet with no reiſtance till he came to the Walls of Derry, That he 
kaew well the Caſe they were in, and that their expectations from 
Envland made *em fo violent ; but they would find themſelves diſ- 
appointed, for no help would come ſo ſoon as they expetted. 

This is ( as near as Mr. Osborn can remember ) the whole 
of that Dilcourſe that paſs'd between them, which the Rea+ 
der had not been troubled with at this length, were it not 
requiſire to obyiate their Reproaches, who rather than fail of 
ſomething to criminate Mr. Osborz with, are pleasd to argue, 
That if Mr. Osborz was trae to the Intereſt of the North, he 


mult be talle ro his Promiſes to the Lord 7yrconnel : For => 
| made 
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-made him none, 'nor 'gave him ground to expect any more 
from him, than that he would relace what he heard, which 
accordingly he did in the printed Letter, So unexceptiona- 
bly clean and Innocent was this Negotiation of his. And in- 
deed the Lord Tyrconnel was as much overleen in permitting 
Mr. Osborn to go down to the A{crth, as they were in ſuf- 
fering Frier O Haggerty to come up to Dublin, And that 
the {uccefs was fo different, was not ( as will now appear ) 
Mr. Osborn's fault. 

Mr. Osborn having obtain'd the Lord Tyrconnel's Pals, lefr 
Dublin, March the 7th, came to Newry March the 8th, and 


-the next day he and his two Guards were purſued by the - 


Rapperies, but got ſafe to Loch-bricklan. Here he wrote the 
fotemention'd Letter to my Lord Maſſareen ; and going on 
to Hillsbrough, he wrote the fame Letter to Sir Arthur Raw. 
don, not finding him there as he expected. In which Letter 
it was as needleſs as 'twas unadvitable, to give his own opi- 
nion of the Lord Tyrconnels Propoſals, ſince the deſign of ir 
was to draw the Nobility and Gentry to meet and conlulc 
their common Safety ; and he knew not what neceſſity there 
might be of his going back with any Meſſage from them, or 
abour his own aftairs, to Dzblin. But to thoſe of the Nobi. 
lity and Gentry thar were there on the gth and 10th, he 
deliver'd in a Paper containing many particulars, by way of 
Information and Advice, of which theſe that follow were a 
part. 


t. That for the Iriſh Army, tho their Horſes were good, yet 
their Riders were but contemptible Fellows, many of them bockes 
been lately Cow-herds, &c. | 
2. That their Proviſions of Ammunition were not plentifull. 
3+ That (howd thoſe of the North comply with the Offers made 
to them, they had no reaſon to expelt any true performance; the 
Lord Tyrconnel having broken all ſuch Capitulatigns as he had 
lately made in the like caſe with the Proteſtants in the South and 
Weſt of Ireland, and thereby reduc'd them to Poverty and Slavery, 
4. That the Eyes of all Proteſtants were upon them. A preat 
Intereſt depended on their carriage : And 'twere better to die 
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boveurably, than live miſerably under Popery and Slavery : That 
their ſelf-defence might be of great conſequence to Brittain as 
well . as Ireland, either to their advantage or diſadvantage, as 
their part ſhould be well or ill afted. 

5. It was adviſed that they ſhould inſtantly gather all the For- 
ces they could from ali parts, and chooſe out of them a Party of their 
beſt arm'd and train'd men, to engage the Enemy, and have the 
reſt ready to fall on their wings and out-skirts. 

6. 'Twas advisd alſo that the Condutt of their Military Affairs 
ſhould be committcd to their beſt known and experienc'd Officers. 

7. That they ſhould debate with 'em from Paſs to Paſs, and ſo 


' weary out their Men, Horſes and Proviſions, in expeftation of \Re+ 


lief from England. ; 


Theſe with many other things he ſuggeſted. 

The Iriſh Army being come to Newry on the 11th. he was 
on the 12th. call'd for by fuch as were in the Conſult, and 
his own Advice defir'd : He inſiſted on the Advice foremen- 
tioned, and with all modeſt importnnity urg'd 'em to defend 
themſelves, and not to truft any /r;ſþ Promiſes. And according- 
ly he was Order'd by 'em to lend back the following Anſwer 
to the Meſſage he brought : 

IVWe Declare the utter abhorrence of the effuſion of Blood, and 


" that we will uſe all proper means to avoid it, but cannot conſent 


to lay down our Arms, which we were forc'd to take up for our 
own Defence, nor to part with our Goods by any other than legal 
means ;, and that we are ready to appoint Perſons to treat on ſuch 
beads as are conſiſtent with the ſafety of our Religion, Lives and 
Liberties. 

On the 13th. Mr. Oſborn and ſeveral other Miniſters being. 
ſent for from Belfaſt to Hillsbrough, there were Nine of 'em 
mer on the 14th. viz. Mr. Archibald Hamilton, Mr. Alexander 
Oſborn, Mr. Henry Leviſton, Mr. William Legate, Mr. . Alexan- 
der Gordon, Mr. Alexander Glaf, Mr. George Lang, Mr. Alex- 
ander Macracken and Mr. Adair ; and. before they pre- 
ſented themlelves before ſuch of the Conſult as were then met, 
they debated. among. themfelves what they ſhould Anſwer to 
the Queſtion, Shall we reſiſt or make peace ? They. found .only 

: one - 
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'6ne of their number inclinable to a Treaty, on the account of 
their bad circumſtances ; but all the reſt were againſt it, and 
eſpecially Mr. Oſborn, who inſiſted particularly on thele chree 
Reaſons againſt ir. 


1. That nething was to be expected but what was contained 
in the Proclamation that came down to the North with the Ar- 
zmy on the 11th. and was ſpread through the Countrey on the 
12th, 

2. That no true performance, even of theſe Terms was to be ex- 
peited, which he confirmed by ſeveral Inſtances of the manner of 
Tyreonnel's keeping his word with the Proteſtanrs in other parts 
of the Kingdom. he 

3. That the. ſafety and peace of Brittain depended more en the 
Reſiſt ance which the North of Ireland might make than they were 
aware .of, For he acquainted *em, That there was a deſign laid 
for tranſporting an Iriſh Army into Scotland as ſoon as the North 
of Ireland were ſubdued. 


Accordingly what the A4iniſters foremention'd propoſed to 
the Ccnſulr, will appear in the following Memoir drawn up by 
one of the Members of it then preſent, 


ow Emorand, On the 14th. March laſt, ( 1683.) about 
« M Nine Preſbyterian Miniſters came to ſuch of the Con- 
&« /ult as were then preſent at Hillsbrough : They apologiz'd for 
« their offering their Advice in ſuch Aﬀairs, which nothing but a 
& deep lenſe ot the common danger and diſtreſs of that great Bo- 
«dy of Proteſtants ( whereof they were Members ) could have 
<< put 'em upon. *The Conſult receiv'd %em very kindly, and 
&« defir'd 'em to proceed. They then acquainted 'em that there 
© were in their ſeveral Pariſhes many able Men, fir for Mili- 
© tary Service, who had Arms, and were not yet liſted in the 
© Army, and yet were very willing to venture their Lives for 
*KR. William and Q. ary and the Proteſtaat Religion : They 
& therefore Propos'd, if the Conſult approv'd it, that they would 
© preſently repair to their ſeveral Pariſhes, and admoniſh all 
«© Men in their limits between ſixteen and Gxty, that could bear 

Arms, 
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« "Arms, to meet and rendezvouz on ſurh day ard place as the 
« Conſult ſhould think fit, with ſuch Armes as they conld 
© procure, and Ten days Proviſion with 'erm. For they found 
&« by the Information of their. Brother Mr. 0:6. (one of their 
© number) that the Lord Tyrconnels Army would certainly at- 


: 
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; & tacque 'em on the refuſal of his Propoſals z which Propoſal: 
« they conld by no means adviſe *em to comply with, hut 
& rather advis'd 'em to make a Vigorous and Reſolute De- 

| & fence. 
[ © To this Advice, thoſe of the Conſult then preſent, re2- 
"? « dily aſſented, and preſently employed Clerks to write Or- 


« ders for Summoning the Country to meet at Hlartis- More, 
« on the Tre/day following, being the 19th. Upon which 
the ſaid Miniſters reſolved to repair to their teveral Pa- 
riſhes, to encourege 2nd excite the People to meet at the 
day appointed; declaring their purpole alſo to come tro 
| « the Field with *em. They alſo further advis'd, that the 
| next Monday, being the 18th, ſhould be appointed as a pub- 
lique day of Prayer and Faſting, to implore the Aſſiſtance 
*« and Bleſſing of God on their Undertaking ; - which was 
& accordingly agreed to: And the ſaid Miniſters (with whom 
& (t am inform'd) that very Ingenious Divine of the Church 
* of England, Mr. Charles Leſley concurr'd) drew up reaſons to 
| * be read in their ſeveral Congregations for that pur- 
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<< pole. 
E .: But theſe meaſures came too late. For the /riſh Army preſſing 
on *em with unexpected haſte, and therr Leaders neither agree» 
» i ing about entrenching themſelves, nor about the choice of any 
| Poſt in thoſe parts which they thought defenſible, and ſome of 


them 'leaving the Kingdom : This uncertainty in their Ccun- 
ſels joyn'd with the diſcouragement, which the delay of expe- 
Cted ſuccours from England gave 'em, (with other things not 
fit for me to inliſt on, ) prevented their appointe! Rendezrouz, 
and obliged them ro retire in great confulton towards Colcrain 

and Derry. 
But this ſhould not be forgotten, that though theſe Northern 
D "CES 
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Forces ſo unhappily failed in their deſign of - Defending thoſe 
parts z yet many of thoſe Regiments raiſed there, made up 
the chief Strength of Derry: Mr, W's own Regiment was rais'd 
for the Lord Charlemonnt , Capt. Chicheſter being the deſign'd 
Lieut. Collozel, but afterwards made Colonel of it; and the be- 
haviour of ſuch of them as. ſtayed in that Garriſon, has (as Mr. 
I. juſtly obſerves in his Narrative) fer 'exz above Apologies for any 
miſcarriage, . 

This tcing a true Relation of matters of fat, (of which unde- 
- niable evidence will be produc'd it defir'd, ) every one that re- 
flets on*'em, muſt necds think this worthy Gezr. delerv'd ſome 
other charaCter then that of Tyrconne!”s Spyez nor can there be a 
. greater wrong done to him, then to impute thoſe mi/chiefs and 
eg/amities, which befel that part of the Kingdom of 1rcland, t9 
his management and advices, by which he did all that was poſlible 
to prevent them. Theſe reproaches are but a ſorry requital of 
thoſe Services, which wanted nothing but that ſucceſs, which is 
not in humandiſpoſal, to render 'emas conſiderable as any of his 
Profeſſion was capable of, and were not a little expenſive as well 
aS haz.zrdow to himſelf. How different the @ np" 4 =; 
the Conſult in the North had of Mr. Ob. were from theſe Mr, W. 
had receiv'd from idle reports, will appear in the following Te- 
ſtimorial, fubſcrib'd by ſeveral, of whom all but one were Mem- 
bers of it, and two of them are the very Perſons, to whom the 
Letter ſo much talk't of was direCtcd. 


Inn. 


© We whoſe nzmes are hereunto ſubſcrib'd, do at the requeſt 
« of Mr. Alexander O»born, a Presbyterian Miniſter,Jate of Dublin, 
« hereby certifie, That the ſaid Mr. Osborn, was to the certain 
& knowledge of ſome of us, and as others of us have credibly 
© heard and believe, for diverſe months before his coming, down 
& to the North of Ireland in March laſt, intruſted and employd 
* by diverſe Proreſtanrs of credit in the North, as a Perſon of 
« known Integrity and Zeal to. the Proteſtant Intereft, under a 
«. private method to correſpond by Letter, and give Intelli- 
*- gence from time to time of affairs in Dublir, eſpecially NY os 
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& Lord TyrconnePs Proceedings there, in reference to the Army, 
& and his deſigns upon the North of Ireland, which with other 
|  **. matters of no mean Importance to the Proteſtant Intereſt, he 
*. (as we have gronnd to believe) tranſaCted with great care and 
| « fidelity. And that about the beginning of Afarch laſt, when 
5 all correſpondence between Pxoreftants, from Dublin to the 
« North, was cut off, the ſaid Mr. Osborn, perceiving the Lord 
«© Tyrconnel immediately-about to march down his Army to the 
& North againſt the Proteſtants there,- whereof they conld in all 
* likelyhood have no notice, but were in manifeſt danger of 
* being ſurpriz'd and deſtroy'd thereby z He thea (as we have 
& credibly heard and believe) in order to prevent the ſame ſo 
* far as in him lav, by timely Information, found means of 
* procuring the Lord Tyrconnels Paſs for himſelf to the North, 
© where he had his former abode, the Lord Tyrconnel firſt tell- 
* ing him, that he might acquaint the Proteſtants there, eſpe- 
* cially ſome of the Chief, with what his Lordſhip then ex- 
* preſs'd : Whereupon he came down to the North, running 2 
*. conſiderable hazard of his life by the way, being notwith- 
* ſtanding his Paſs purſued by ſome of the 1riſh on that Road, 
* (as we were credibly inform'd, and believe.) Being come to 
© the North, he by his Letters acquainted ſome of us, and others, 
© with the purport of the Lord T yrconne's diſcourſe to him, as 
* he left Dubliz; but in the ſame Letters deſir'd if we thought 
*< fit ſome perſonal conference, that he might have opportunity 
| * of diſcourſing more fully with us touching the matters therein 
| * contain'd, as by thoſe his Letters of March gth (85) may ap- 
L © pear; whereupon diverſe of us and other Proteſtants meeting 
& with him at Hillbrough, receiv'd from him a more particular 
| © and fa!laccount thereof : He the ſaid Mr. Osborn, at the ſame 
| an time adviſing us as his own private judgment, and as we va« | 
{ & 
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lved our fives and intereſts, n2t to put confidence in the Lord - 
b 7yrconnel or any of his promiſes, bnt if we poſſibly could to | 
& defend our ſclves to the utmoſt, or words tothat effect. And 
& as for his Letters containing the ſubſtance of Tyreonnels dif- E 
| «courſes and threats againſt;the Proteſt a»es 3 - Some of'vs order d | 
| D 2 .<« by | 
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* by common conſent , Copies of the ſame to be ſent and dif- 
« pers'd through the Countrey, that they might the better pre- 
<* pare themſelves againſt the dangers that threatned them. We 
&« likewiſe direfted what Anſwer the ſaid Mr. O-borz ſhould 


© make, and committed the ſame to his diſcretion and care. ' 


*« Now. in regard ſome of late,. unacquainted (as we preſume) 
&© with the proceedings then- in that part of.the.Country, or at 
& leaſt with what paſt on that occaſion, haye repreſented the ſaid 


« Mr. O-born in a publique manner, in-reſpett of his being ſo. 


& concern'd, as an .ill man, and Spye upon. the. whale North, cm- 
* ployed by the Lord Tyrconnel, and as ſerving two Maſters, the 
&« Brittiſh and the Iriſh,, and the like, to his great diſadvantage : 
« We.cannot but own, that: we (who. had as we ſuppoſe good 
* reaſon to. underſtand him herein) had and ſtill have better 
& thoughts of him, andareſo.far from m—_ on him as guilty 

of any ſuch matters, that we are well aſſur'd of his having in- 
tended, and done: therein the beſt ſervice. he could to the Pro» 
teftant Intereſt there,; and that he was very faithful to the ame 
to his utmoſt. All which at his deſire by Letter, in order to his 
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vember, 16Bg, Af 
areen. 
As. Rawdon, 
Arthur Tpron, Eſq; 
Will. Conyngham, Eſq; 
Hugh Macgill, Eſq; 
Will, Schaw, Efq; 


This Teſtimonial is ſo full, that had I receiv'd it ſooner, it had 
ſpar'd me. a great part of my labour. And 1 hope Mr. W. him- 
ſelf will pay too great deference to the Teſtimonies of perſons 
who knew. theſe affairs, and whoſe. Reputation Is above all ex 
ception, to perſiſt in thoſe. miſtakes concerning Mr. Osbory, which 
the. little ſtories of ſome ignorant people. had impos'd on him. 
And the very ſame CharaQter of his Integrity. and Zeal, has beea 


giyen,. both. by the Earl of Ifowre Alexander, and by other Gem 
tlemen 


joſt vindication, We do hereby certife this 15th day of A+ 
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tHemen of the North, who have left this Town, as Fames Ha. 
milton of Tillimore, and Fames Hamilton of Bangor, Eſquires , 
John Hawkins, Eſquire. The principal Members of the Conſulr, 
were ſo well ſatished with his Services, that they judg'd '*em 
worthy of a publique reward, as indeed they mult be thought by 
all that take their eſtimate of worthy Actions from the ſincerity 
and prudence of the A{tor, ratherthan the ſucceſs, which was not 
in his own power. -For my part, th6 Mr. O-born cannot but think 
this uſage very hard, yet 1 tnink him not a little oblig'd to Mr. 
W. for laying on him ſuch an abſolute neceſſity of expoſing his 
own, as well as his Brethren's Exemplary Zeal for the Prote#tant 
Intereſt, to publique view ; which their modeſty would elſe have 
ſuppreſsd the notice of ; and doubt not but the Government will in 
duetime take itinto conſideration. 

For Mr. Hewſon, whom Mr. W. joyns with Mr. Osborn ; I ſup- 
poſe he is not ignorant, that he was ſome years before publickly 
diſcarded by the. N. C. Miniſters in the North, for his ſcanda- 
lous and turbulent carriage ;. and thereſore they do nomore then 
right to themſelves .in difowning him. His narrow Zeal that 
would ſuffer none to fight for the Proteſtant Religion, but ſuch as 
would take the Covenant, was certainly very unſcaſonable as well 
as fooliſh Bigortrie ; And I hope as Mr. W. ſpy'd this More -in Mr. 
Hewſon's Eye, he will not overlook the Beam in theirs, who are 
as zealous to exclude all from fighting for the ſame cauſe, who 
comply not with their Sacrament-Teſt. For they equally ſacrifice 
the common.Intereſt of the Proteſtant Religicn to that of a party; and 

deprive their Majeſties of the ſervice of one part of their Sub- 
jects, as firm and ſteady tothe Proteſtant Religion, and the preſens 
Government, «$ any whatſoever. 

Having done this right to. Mr. Os. I think my felt concern'd 
alſo to dothe ſame Juſtice to the Diſſentersin Derry. I confeſs, 
I think it would become both Parties more, to joyn in their 
thankful Acknowledgments to Gad for ſuch a Series of Wonders 
in. their Deliverance, then to quarzel about their ſhare in being; 
only the Inſtruments of it. But as Mr. W. gave the firſt publique 
occalian to theſe Debates, by, that pallage un bis Preface, _ 
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(as explained by himſelf) aſcribes the chzef, not to ſay the ſole 
glory of it, to the Church of England ; {o he is chiefly accountable 
tor the il] conſequences of 'em. And what I ſhall here ſuggeft, 
is only to reCtifie, what (if | miſtake not) Mr, W. has miſre- 
preſented. As the Diſſenters of Derry do not diſpute with Mr. W, 
moſt of the Principal and Experienc'd Officers in the Garriſon 
being Corformiſts (for it could not be otherwiſe, while none elfe 
but ſuch had acceſs to Military Employments, till ſome rais'd 
Regiments in this junfture) So on the other hand, Mr. W. ſhould 
23 little Diſpute with them, their Numbers in Derry being more 
conliderable.. .Ey the modeſteſt Account of ſich Officers in the 
Garriſon as were Conformiſts, The Dillenters in the Garriſon it 
ſelf, as-well as thoſe that ſtay'd in Town, were near five to one z 
nay many of 'em make the diſproportion much greater. Nor 
are the Arguments imply'd in Mr.lW's &'s Vindication, p. 15. of 
any force to prove the contrary. For a Governour, Coll. Baker 
had thoſe advantages to recommend him, that would ealily ſet 
him above any Competitor in their choice. And he had too great 
an lntereſ# in the Hearts of Diſſenters on the eccount of his 
known Aﬀection to 'em, to be excepted againſt by 'em. All that 
can be inferr'd from his being a Conformilt, on ſuppoſition of 
the Diſſenters being more numerous, is only this, That they 
were too Zealous for their rommon Intereſt, to prefer their Af- 
feCtion to a party. before the ſafety of it, and regarded more in 
that excellent Perſon the Qualities that fitted him for that Sta- 
tion, then the diſtinguiſhing Name he bore. Nor had any other 
been choſen, if Col. Baker had not deſir'd an Aſſiſtant to be joyn'd 
with him, on the C:vi/ part, to take care of the Stores. And it 
was on his Recommendation that the Garriſon aſlented to the 
Reverend Mr. W's being his Aſſiſtant; which may ftill conſiſt with 
the ſuppoſition fore-mentioned, if we do but allow the Diſſen- 
ters the good remper which Mr. W. himſelf elſewhere attributes to 
'em. Ard they paid too great reſpect to the Laws, to delire ſuch 
2 ſhare in the Church as they then had, on any other occaſion 
and were too Modeſt to go about to engrofs it. But | would 


humbly offer to Mr. Ws Memory, a: mach ſurer way of compu- 
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ting their Numbers then this that he has offered. Tn the Cathe- 
dral in the forexoon when the Conformiſts Preach'd, there was but 
comparatively a thin Auditory; in the Afternoon it was very 
Full, and there were four or five Meetings of Diſſenters in the 
Town beſides. And how any man will reconcile this with the 
Number of Conformiſts being more conſiderable, or indeed near 
equal to that of their Brethren, I cannot well imagine. . And 
for the Nonconformiſts Miniſters (and the: ſame may be juſtly ſaid 
of the Conformiſts) they not only kept their people Quiet and Che. 
dient, but by their Exhortations conſtantly animated their Cou- 
rage in their many bold and reſolute Sallies. And therefore ſo 
very ſiender a Commendation of *em as the former, needed not 
have been allay'd, by adding the mi-behaviours of their Brother 
Mr. 0b. whichare but feigned, and the rcal ones of Mr. Hewſons, 
wherein they are not concern'd. Nor are Mr. W's RefleCtions on 
their Brethren here in England (to whom he ſappoſes the tem- 
per of their Brethren in Derry a reproach) any better grounded 
then thoſe on Mr. Ob. but being only Genera!, no Man is con- 
cern'd to goabout to diſprove 'em. I muſt alſo add, as to thoſe 
Miniſters in Derry, That there was ſome real ground to ſuſpect 
the Ingenuity of Mr. W--s Amanzenſis in the omiſſion of their 
Names, (All being willing toexcuſe Mr. W. himſelf from ſo mean 
a thing) For not to inſiſt on other things, a Miniſter here recei- 
ved a Letter from two of his Brethren in Scotland, bearing Date 
Edinb. Aug. 15. ($9) wherein are theſe words, This eAccome 
we have cor firm'd by Mr. Walker, &c. on whom we waited yefterday 
at the Abby, i D. Hamiltons Lodgings, &c. to Enquire concerning 
the Ccrdition of our Brethren there, The Account he gave 1 of our Bre- 
thren ts indeed aſſifting ;, There being three beſides Mr. Gilkriſt rem» 
ved (by Death) viz. Mr. William Crook, Mr. Robert Willſon, and 
(as we took it ) Mr. John Rowatt. The reſt of *em, viz. Ar. Tho. 
Boyd, Mr. John Hamilton, Ar. John Mackenzy, and another 
whoſe Name he could not remember, were in Health, &c. This gene- 
ral hint 1s all we judg d needſul for the preſent, but you may have a more 
full Account from Mr, Walker, who hath taken his Fourney this day 


for London, I alledge this paſſage only to clear thoſe from any 
imputation 
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imputation of i1|-will to Mr. W. who were ready to blame this 
Omiſſion as partial, for I am ſtill ſo Charitable as to believe it 
poſſible, either that he might forget the Names here mentioned 
in ſuch a hurry of Viſits and Buſineſs ſince, or he might intend no 
more by that paſlage, then that he could not learn all their 
Names, and might be unwilling to publiſh an imperfeCt Liſt of 
'tm, I am almoſt aſham'd to mention theſe Trifles, did not the 
clearing theſe matters of FaCt tend to extinguiſh theſe fooliſh 
Heats about 'em : And 1 am perſwaded theſe flips of Mr. W--$s ex- 
ccllent Pen had not been taken notice of, if they had not lookt 
too like a Deſign to diminiſh the juſt Credit of a Party, which 
above all things, an Jzpartial Hiſtorian ſhould avoid all ap- 
pearance of, | | 

There is but one thing more I would trouble the Reader with, 
ARelation of Mr. W's has done me the bonour to report me the 
Author of a Paper call'd, Ar Apology for the Failures, &c. I muſt 
be ſo juſt to the real Author (whom I do not certainly know) 
and to my ſelf, as to you_ I neither Wrote it, nor knew any 
thing of-the Wrjiring of itz but yet I think this ſharp Adverti/e- 
ment at the End of Mr. W's Vindication, has done the Book-ſeller 
the kindneſs of helping off the /mpreſſion the ſooner. *Tis true 
that Gert, has run into ſome miſtakes, by taking things upon 
ſlight Reports. As he has been leſs kind to Mr. Cairns then he 
intended, in intimating that as a Publique Declaration, which 
was only Private Diſcourſe and Reſolution, and aſcribing that - 
to him .as ſingle, which he always own'd was done by joint 
conſent with others. Ard he has done the Arch-Biſhop of 
Dxblin wrong, by ſuggeſting a common, but (I ſuppoſe) grouad- 
leſs ſtory of his having receiv'd a 1coo!l. out of the Fund 
of Charity ſor Iriſh Proteſtants. But as Mr. W's Pen is no more 
Infall:ble than that Gent's, ſo he ſhould in kindneſs to himſelf, 
have treated theſe miltakes with ſ:fter Names than thoſe of Lies, 
Malice, Impudence, &c, For I ſuppoſe that Gent. will not per- 
fiſt in 'em. Mr. W. might alſo, if he had pleas'd, forborn fo 
Ungrateful a Reproaxch, as that of Dulneſs, and a Vulgar way of 
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And however he had defpis'd that Paper *twas: notfo 
aecent to confign it into the hands of the Exccurioner, 
nor was it ſo Civil! a Complement to the Magi/rrate to 
concern him in all the liccle /qzabbles of quarrelfom Wri- 
ers. For che Refteftjons which he pretends that Paper 
caſts on the Government, he muſt have very good eyes 
thatcan fee 'em. Iam indeed much troubled to Bad ſo ma- 
ny ſevere anes on ſome. of the Biſhops and Clergy, but think 
Mr. W. had the leaſt right to reprove that Genrleman for 
it, who in this Paper has fo perfectly copied his exanple 
in thoſe. he caſts on the .Diſenters, which are as ill-rim'd, 
and as little excaſable as the others. Pup 1 foreſee 10 
little goodfrom, and take o little delight in theſe i0-nz- 
ewr'd Subjects, that I ſhall'give no-occation for new heats 
bz, deſcending into any. particular examination of their 
'Truth or Juſtice on the one hand or the other. I could 
rather” wiſh theſe two Gentlemen would make the Pub: 
Tick this reparation for the harm they have done by their 
unſeaſonable Refletions, to write each of *'em a Panegyrick 
'on the-others Party. This argument- would thew more 
good humour, and the carriage of the moderate and ſober 
Clergy and Laity cn both {1des, both in the /are Keigr, 
and 1n this happy Revolution, will furniſh *em with mate- 
rials enough. And methinks, of all things, the account of 
the Seige of Derry ſhou'd never have rais'd thele warm 
Conteſts. *Tis pity that diſtiaGtion of Parties, which was 
ſo generouſly Kid aide during the Sejge it ſelf, ſhould 
| be ſoon reſum'd in theſe Diſcourſes it has unhappily occa- 
fioned. There is no, Refleftio which the Account of it 
can more naturally- {uggeſt,. than- the neceſſity of all Their 
Hajeſties Subjetts, being united by their affettion to the pre- 
' _ ſent Government, and toone another. For how certainly had 
| that important place been loſt, and thereby the whole King- 
dom of Ireland, ( and perhaps the Peace of Britt ain endan- 
gered) if the factious Spirit of a Partyon either {ide had 
evail'd either to divide their Counſels, or weaken their 
- Strength ! With what admirable aigour Ws ſo (mall a 
'  CGarrifon, ſtruggling under - poſſible Gſcquragements, 
' efen 
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defend thoſe Walls againſt a numerous Army, when the 
ſenſe of common danger had cemented their affections ! 
By whata ſeries of aſtoniſhing (ucceſles did Heaven ſeem to 
ſmile on their united Zeal in fo juſt a Cauſe! How little 
then can it befriend the common Intere(t of the Proteſtant 
Religion toſert it on the narrow Pedeſtal of any Party 3 
eſpecially when the mighty oppoſition it muſt yet en- 
counter, both in theſe Kingdoms and abroad, require all 
the hands __ be us'd in the defence of it! And how 
ſoon might the honour of our Nation revive, and our 
Arms becomea Terror to our Enemies abroad by the eaſy 
Conquelt of thoſe at home,tf abilities for ſervice and a ſteddy 
zeal for the Proteſtant Religion and the preſent Govern- 
ment, were the only Standard of ſuch as are admitted to 
Civil and Military Employments! For that excellent 
Maxim of His Majeſty Carries it's own convincing evi- 
dence with it, That the employing all his Proteſtant Subjefts 
in his Service will lay the beſt foundation of Union among them- 
ſelves ; And all other narrow Politicks will but hazard our 
Ruine, becauſe they will certainly divide, and ſo weakea us- 
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